In the Fall of 2017 a program was given at the Annual Meeting of the Smithville Historical Society by John Buck.
The presentation was using MS Powerpoint software. This .pdf file has been converted from the original Powerpoint
program for ease of access on the internet. Certain animation features and photos obscure some of the outline text,
but it is hoped that the reader can still find useful information from that presentation.
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A newly discovered account involvng
local young men Whitmarsh, Turk;
Fitch, and Rosa. B L el



« Review of some early families (Wt
Rosa)

« Finally — A newly discovered story of local men at
Nescopeck Falls near Berwick, PA in 1826

(Warning — this is an interesting story, but there
IS a fragic ending ...)



Tioughniogc

Susquehanna headwaters are above Cooperstown.
464 miles long. One of the geologically oldest rivers in the
world. (Said to pre-date glaciers by millions of years.)

Three “branches”. Our end is the “North Branch”, “West
Branch™ meefts at Northumberland, and the “Main Stem”
continues to Harrisburg and on to Port Deposit and Hawre
de Grace, Maryland (a little north of Baltimore) in the
Chesapeake Bay.
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“Rafts” were for transporting logs or rough-sawn .
They were simply assemblies of logs or roughly sawn lumber
and usually had a cabin for the workers.

The upper Susguehanna was only navigable in early spring.
Sometimes in New York State, a dam was constructed 1o
gather water volume. Then the dam would be removed
releasing enough water to carry the rafts and arks dowp
the river and over rapids and small waterfalls.
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« The trip back would also have been a great adventure
there were no trains and rafters would not have had horses.

« According to Mildred English Cochrane’s book:
« Locallumber rafts went to Columbia, PA (south of
Harrisburg).
* In 1827 Ira Palmer and Ira Watson operated both the
“River Mill" (below the Round Barn) and the “Corngfs
Mill" (at Genegantslet, now Beardsleys' Sawmill).
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« The construction of the Chenango Canal ag

changed Palmer’s strategy as he shipped lumber to
NYC via canal in 1848, 1849, and 1850.

« According to newspaper accounts, we believe that
local young men Ceber Whitmarsh, John Turk, Walte

Fitch, and David Rosa had been involved in early
1826.



Now a look at some of these neighboring families
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Zachariah (youngest) setftled on (how) Echo Lake
Lynn Lee now live.

7,

Ezra settled at the bottom of Echo Lake Road at the intersection with tf
Genegantslet Road. Ezra had a large family including Mulberry, Ebey
Ceber, Andrew and Martin. (“Whitmarsh Boys” and Ellen Quarella
descend from Mulberry.)

Ezra’s son Ceber (b 1802) is one of the subjects in our story. (not to be
confused with his well-known nephew Ceber who had stone quarry)



wdas bag
son, Thomas Turk, Jr. was bo
Echo Lake Road, now called Turk Road. A large swo

referred to as “Turk Slashings” on the Geodetic Survey map.

Thomas had a son named Frank Turk that was a well-known citizen in
Greene and held various political positions. Thomas also had a son,
John, presumably named for his brother.
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At the time of our story (1826) Walter Fitc
age.
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Thomas Rosa lived in Smithville in the 1830 ce
Rosa later served in the Civil War.

7

David Rosa’s family connections are unknown and his fate followsg gur

story remains unknown.



« About 1785 John Fitc

River between Philadelphia and Burlington, NJ, bu
SUCCeSS.
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In 1807 Robert Fulton and Robert Livingston teamed to place a Watt e
in the “Clermont” and ran passengers and freight on the Hudson Riv
between NY and Albany,NY. The race was on to develop commeg i
shipping on inland rivers.



« About 1785 John Fitc

River between Philadelphia and Burlington, NJ, bu
SUCCeSS.

\N =

In 1807 Robert Fulton and Robert Livingston teamed to place a Watt e
in the “Clermont” and ran passengers and freight on the Hudson Riv
between NY and Albany,NY. The race was on to develop commeg i
shipping on inland rivers.



Developmeg

LY
{0
1 "u*
e James ; kﬂi W ,
"'\Ch__.-.'hfl':,-l_‘ . i " ., Ir i
(OT Gbo T - -. , II “l“[ ”‘“‘%;\ S -:‘ Il‘L«L“'.I., ) "-J.[[ I:ll
ilhas 3 S _ X il TR
A W '.x""-}" 3.:-._3:.1_\;“- : "ﬁ“' Wl ll'q. li \\}\.‘\\ e "ﬁ\“ ) Ilmllll'll'.,\ ','l_'.lfl-'i;'::l'-. N
SR : IIH Il”i Iil'l "I~"~|'IIII"., l"-.'-. -‘" T . e s "\-I l:_'l' "I".-:_-J"." b

B

'~h
ta.wwx : S TN elowore
: S gy &

wa o ) ';}b‘-f'--" L.&‘ . ey .-

« About | TN 'ar“f‘
..... el e m.“: I:“'l;.:' il I:-'r“ i r11|il I"rl i || "1 W

River be L......|.|u.. i A*‘h i mn “:.u-i'“'ﬂ: :t:va {,,u Sl 1;;4' W f...ﬂ. Jipﬁgﬂ. il m Ty il i ‘commercial

SUCCESS \I uhl!r"' ‘h..LrEHHl]"'E 11'| L:L.mur. i .Ju.ouaMJIF ngqﬂ,qmmimrdl ﬁliil Wnﬁﬂrﬂﬂj_ﬂﬂf‘rﬂﬁl Ll Fl;hi Eﬁh]ljirlli

= :ﬁir o q___;_-,;._.,..- = 2

IN ]807 \ s ' :I;I-H!'lﬂl-’.l’ \ S
X - - ;
iy el Ihlffr'jﬁﬂl'llg\“\}li' >

" R

petweell K " ow FrTo
shipping s e

. i £ il
I b R e
- ! .ﬁ_ ——— ———— - - - - -
i . L ———— L — — -
| flr LB - i Pl e — —
._lf;l.f '. = = e —_—

l"l L . e . -
||1I'I " II HI .| || .
JIBGRHS e "'1] It } |I“""L'Ih L

"- e,

e -

- -



N ]825 In York, .

propelled by two 5|dewheels as was the Cle

successfully navigated the Susquehanna from Harrisburg o
Binghamton, NY twice in March and April of 1826 and was
greatly acclaimed.

The “Susquehanna’, a larger competitor, then attempted
the same feat in May 1826. It was propelled by a single
sternwheel and was less maneuverable. At 80" length gfid
drawing 20 inches of water, it could hold almost 200 people.
Because it was late in the spring, many “rafters” were on
their way home north and were on board.
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drawing 20 inches of warer, It could h0|0| almost 200 people.
Because it was late in the spring, many “rafters” were on

their way home north and were on board.






two boilers, and we
Whitmarsh of Green, Chenango County, N
and have not yet been found; seriously scalded or wounded were
Rosa and Walter Fitch of Chenango, NY (and fifteen other named
persons).”
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engineer
remained onboard.)
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« The two boilers were stoked for maximum pressure and firepower. A/
‘center-channel” approach was attempted.



- Rafting channel

Rapids

Falls
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With the boilers still at full fire, the sternwheel struck a roc
the engine’s rotation. The safety valve had reportedly been held fas
and both ends of the cylindrical boiler blew open from the excess stearr
pressure.

Whitmarsh and Turk were standing at the end of the boilers and w&
both reportedly killed instantly and blown into the river and ’rh / dies
lost. All passengers were also scalded and blown from the bo The
citizens on the bank recovered everyone except Turk andWhitmarsh
and brought them info local homes for medical care. THree other men
(including Rosa) died later from their burns.



recovered them a few

The Susquehanna steamboat was salvaged, but this episode effec

marked the end of attempts to commercially navigate the length of the
Susguehanna River.

Both boys were buried at a prominent position in the local grove
Berwick, PA. Both have beautiful gravestones. To this day ’rhep sion
Is remembered by local Berwick historians, although the detaits have

been somewhat obscured with time.
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Walter Fitch retfi &
at his home on Echo Lake Road in Greene
Whitmarshes and the Turks.

With the re-discovery of this story, perhaps some of us will visit the /
beautiful gravesites of Ceber Whitmarsh and John Turk in Berwick A7 A,

End of program



