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At the Fall 2014 Annual Meeting of the Smithville Historical Society, a program on the history of Hansmann Mills and the Hansmann and Auwarter families was presented.The program was presented as a Powerpoint presentation, but has been converted to a .pdf file for use on the website.  Certain animation and other features may not function in the pdf, but it is hoped that the main points and the photos will be clear.A video recording was also prepared by Timothy Hale and is available on youtube.com at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=USY2IFg4EJc      (click link left to go to youtube)The video includes valuable comments and descriptions from John Auwarter, Brian Auwarter, and Christine Buck that are nor evident in this pdf file, but the photos are clearer in the pdf.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=USY2IFg4EJc


A Trip Back in Time
to Hansmann’s Mills

By: John Auwarter and Brian Auwarter

Project Coordination: Sharon Davis

Introduction: Christine Buck
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Hansmann’s Mills As Many Remember It

Circa 1950s
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The Hansmann’s Mill location is Historic 

The mill shown on next slide (west side of creek) was lost 
in the 1890 flood, but was the site of Powell’s Mill (1809) 
and Tanner’s Mill for many years.  The West bank mills 
were generally grist and flouring mills.

The East bank also had many mills including Calendars’ 
Mill, Bunnell’s Mills, and Rorapaugh’s Mills.  These were 
primarily sawing, planing, and carding mills. 
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Frederick H. Hansmann Arrived in New 
York City from Germany in 1887 at Age 14

He worked for a grocer, saved his money, and brought a 
brother over.  The two brothers then brought a third brother 
to the United States.
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Frederick H. Hansmann (and dogs) at  the 
Grammercy Hotel in New York

Fred married Meta Rohrssen in 1897 and they bought a 
small hotel in New York City.
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Image #10
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Image #10
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Hansmann Comes to Smithville

Fred came to the area by train with friends to go grouse 
hunting.  He liked the area and bought the brick house 
farm on Route 220.  The family, including daughter 
Meta, moved to Smithville between 1900 and 1905.
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House from Chris
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Hansmann Had Not Been a Farmer

Hansmann knew nothing about farming, but taught himself by reading 
agricultural books and journals.  He pursued his new vocation with enthusiasm.
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Frederick, Meta, and daughter Meta (John 
Auwarter’s mother) in early 1900s.
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Meta Hansmann (John Auwarter’s
mother), attended Smithville Union 

School
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Hansmann Left Farming

Due to heart problems, Hansmann sold the farm and 
moved to Greene briefly.

In about 1911 the Hansmanns bought the mills and a 
house in Smithville.

The following real estate advertisement describes the 
combined mills at the time of the Hansmann purchase.
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Typical Milling Equipment

.
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Roller mill

Bucket elevators

Dresser/
Bolter
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The Hansmann home at 5219 Rt. 41 (Tim Hanna’s house today)
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Self Rising Pancake Flour Developed

In about 1920 the Hansmanns worked on a self-rising 
pancake mix in their kitchen.  They eventually found the 
ideal proportions and patented the mix.
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John Auwarter, Sr. and daughter Meta in late 
1920s after John had joined his father-in-law 
in the milling  business 
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Brothers Fred and 
Emil Hansmann in 

the mill office.
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Genegantslet Mills in the 1935 Flood.
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Meta Hansmann, Meta Auwarter and the 1939 Cadillac LaSalle (as 
viewed from the Hansmann front porch looking north).
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John Auwarter 
and the 1939/40 Class

at Smithville
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Three Generations at the Mills

Fred Auwarter, John Auwarter, and Fred Hansmann in 
the 1930s.
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Ralph Livermore at 
Hansmann’s Mills.
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John Auwarter circa 1950
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The Mills are Sold

In 1970 the business was sold to Albert DeClue who 
moved it to Bainbridge.

In 1975 DeClue sold the business to Burr Craft who later 
sold to Slilaty.
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Brian Auwarter at New Hope Mills 
in Auburn, NY with the Hansmann’s

Mills safe.
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- End of Slides -
Questions?

Thanks to the Auwarter Family!
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