
Monroe Kinsman (1826-1894) 

Monroe Kinsman was an accomplished millwright that lived in the Town of Smithville, Chenango County, 

NY.  He married Lucy A. Brown (1836-1911) and they lived on a farm overlooking Cincinnatus Lake (first 

farmhouse on left coming up the hill from Route 41).  The road was originally called “Kinsman” Rd. but 

has somehow become “Kingsman Rd.” today.  Monroe was named for his mother Lucy Monroe, but his 

name has sometimes been spelled “Munroe.” 

Monroe worked at many water-powered mills in the area.  The magazine article that follows was 

published in the “Courier” magazine in November 1955, but there are several published versions of 

Monroe Kinsman’s contributions to the mill best known as Hansmann’s Mill in Smithville Flats.  Another 

mention of Kinsman is made in “Mills on the Genegantslet Creek” also found on this website. 

The Kinsmans and some of their family are buried in the Willet Cemetery.  Their son Cyrus Kinsman was 

also mechanically inclined and a skilled carpenter. While working near the sawmill in Genegantslet he 

met Mary Bradley (daughter of Daniel D. Bradley and Deborah (Francis) Bradley). They married and lived 

on the Kinsman Rd farm and later in Genegantslet Corners.  They later owned the water-powered grist 

mill and sawmill at that location known as “Genegantslet Mills”.  In 1918 the mill was sold to Leon 

Beardsley and is still known today as “Beardsley Brothers Sawmill”. 

Monroe Kinsman’s grandson, Munroe Kinsman, lived at the south end of Canal Street in Greene, NY and 

was the mayor for several years.  There are several Kinsman and Bradley descendants today, but none 

known to be living in the  area. 

 

 










